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RAIL TRAFFIC RE-OPENED AFTER  

DON RIVER RAIL BRIDGE REFURBISHMENT  
 

An 84 hour shutdown of rail operations on the Western Line to enable refurbishment 
of the Don River Rail Bridge has been completed, ensuring the longevity of safe 
operations for many decades to come. 
 
TasRail has congratulated all of those involved in the $3 million project including the 
contractor, VEC Civil Engineering Pty Ltd,  for completing the renewal works safely 
and without incident, and more than six hours ahead of schedule. 
 
The Don River Rail Bridge was built in 1886 but has been subject to the deteriorating 
effects of a windy, saline environment as well as an historically poor maintenance 
regime.   Successive reports had highlighted the need for urgent repairs to ensure 
the future operation of this critical rail link.   
 
The refurbishment works necessitated the temporary closure of the Don River Rail 
Bridge from 26 December to 29 December.  During this time, works included the 
removal of the original wrought iron girders of riveted construction and the timber 
ballasted deck; and the installation of new steel girders and concrete deck panels on 
the existing mass concrete piers and abutments.  During the 84 hour shutdown, 
some 103 individual tasks were completed over seven continuous shifts.  
 
TasRail Chief Exeutive Officer Damien White said the development of the workplan 
was months in the making, with the temporary shutdown of the rail link requiring 
careful planning and consultation with TasRail’s customers and other stakeholders.   
“Ensuring the works would be completed safely and within the short timeframe 
mandated careful planning and close collaboration between the Project Team and 
TasRail’s Operations”, he said. 
 
Mr White revealed that some of the risk factors identified by the teams included the 
potential for delays (for example weather conditions such as strong winds impacting 
crane operations); worker safety and fatigue, given the 24/7 operation through a 
traditional holiday period; and community safety, particularly in relation to recreational 
activities in and around the river. 
 
The Don River Rail Bridge is one of four North West Rail Bridges to be upgraded with 
funding from the Australian Government’s Nation Building Program.    
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VEC Civil Engineering Pty Ltd will complete all four projects, with a combined value 
of $20 million.   
 
The Don River Rail Bridge superstructure loading is rated to 300LA and is expected 
to have an operating life of 60 years. 
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